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SOUTHAMPTON: As graduates celebrate there could be hard times to come for others

jazz musician Courtney Pine.

STUDENTS celebrating
the end of their univer-
sity education in South-
ampton have rejected
proposals for a gradu-
ate tax as a way to pay
for their qualifications.

Government ministers
announced they were consider-
ing an extra tax for graduates to
fund higher education on the
same day hundreds of students
from the University of South-
ampton donned their gowns and
mortar boards to collect their
degrees.

But, as Business Secretary
Vince Cable yesterday revealed
plans to consider a tax to pay for
degree education, some students
said extra taxes were unfair as
they would end up paying a
higher rate of tax if they were
successful enough to get a well
paid job.
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Others said the idea would
take a lot of convincing for
future students who may be
deterred from going to universi-
ty if they knew they would be
penalised later on.

All students agreed, however,
that leaving university with
thousands of pounds of debt
was not necessarily any better
than being charged later on, but
said it seemed the better of the
two options.

In a speech in London yester-
day Mr Cable said students
would have to pay more for their
education and has asked Lord
Browne to look at the possibility
of a graduate tax as a priority:

At Southampton - Solent
University, students’ union pres-
ident Daniel Prendergast said it
could bring about a system

" Miles Leavold,

where two stu-
dents on the
same course
could find
themselves pay-
ing two different rates for the
same level of teaching.

He added: “Af this stage, this is
something we do not wish to
endorse and therefore we wish
to keep an open mind on the
matter until further, more spe-
cific information has been
released.

“In addition, we do not support
any increase in tuition fees.
Many have accused Mr Cable of
simply attempting to ‘rebrand’
tuition fees, and if this is the
case we do not support any exer-
cise that has this notion at its

core.

“We also do not support any
measure that could see students
repaying their fees over the
entire duration of their post-
graduate lives.”
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Honour for Courtney

WORLD-renowned jazz artist Courtney Pine was
among those picking up the honours at the
University of Southampton’s first graduation
ceremony of the year.

The award-winning saxophonist was presented
with an honorary degree at the Turner Sims Concert
Hall where he is no stranger to sold-out audiences
for his concerts. Receiving an honorary doctorate of
music, he was praised for playing a major part in

. the transformation of the British jazz scene.

It was the latest in a list of honours for the jazz
star after he was made a CBE in the New Year’s
honours list last year. :

INJURED: Shelley Jory
Leigh.

Brave Sheliey
takes one
day at a ime

HAMPSHIRE powerboat
champion Shelley Jory-Leigh
is getting set to go into hospi-
tal for an operation on her bro-
ken nose after a 83mph acci-
dent caused horrific injuries
to her face.

The Daily Echo revealed yes-
terday that the 40-year-old
sportswoman could give up
her career after miraculously
escaping the second dramatic
accident in just one month.

Now Shelley will go to hospi-
tal on Monday to get a “new
nose — hopefully like Angelina
Jolie’s”, she joked recovering
in bed at her home in
Sarisbury Green.

She said: “I can’t move my
head at all. It feels like it is in
a glass cage.”

Her world championship
hopes were shattered when
her boat came off the top of a
rolling wave and shattered as
it dipped into the water caus-
ing it to stop violently while
she was practising ahead of a
world championship race in
Sardinia.

Shelley and her co-driver
Patrick Huybreghts, 53, were
thrown against the boat’s inte-
rior so hard it felt like they
were smashed into a brick
wall. In the race before — just
three weeks earlier — the pair
miraculougly escaped from a
90mph spin-out while racing
in Malta.
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